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Surgery FAQ

Emergencies
If your pet is experiencing a medical emergency, please seek care at your nearest Urgent Care or 24-Hour Emergency Facility. Our regular business hours are Monday through Friday, 8am to 5pm.

Postoperative Care
Incision Care
Please monitor the incision daily for any evidence of infection such as redness, swelling, pain, or any discharge. A small amount of bruising, redness, and swelling can be normal immediately following surgery. If these signs are not resolving, please contact the H-Town Veterinary Specialists. The incisions must remain clean and dry until the skin sutures are removed.
**Do not allow your pet to lick or chew at the incision.  To prevent this an E-collar should be used at all times, until the incision has healed. 
Please refrain from bathing your pet during this period.

Systemic Monitoring
Please monitor your pet for any signs of systemic illness, including but not limited to vomiting, diarrhea, lethargy, inappetence, etc. If your pet experiences anything abnormal, please call your primary veterinarian or H-Town Veterinary Specialists for further instructions.

Postoperative Swelling
Swelling around the incision site and lower on the leg is normal and can be reduced by icing the incision. Please apply a cold compress over the incisions 2-3 times a day for 10-15 minutes. You can use an ice pack, bag of crushed ice, or a bag of frozen vegetables for this purpose.  Always wrap the compress in a dry, clean cloth before applying it to your pet’s skin. Please do this for the first 2-3 days after surgery.

Post Surgery Bowel Movements
Occasionally, after surgery and anesthesia, your pet may take a few days to have their first bowel movement.  As long as your pet is not straining to defecate, you should not be concerned.  Narcotic pain medication can exacerbate constipation as well.  Offering canned pumpkin can help with constipation.
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